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2021 Theme Societal Impacts of Digital Disruption

It was chosen to reflect how COVID-19 speeded the adoption of digital technologies by several
years in many domains and to focus on the implications of this pandemic. Technological
development has long been considered a disruptive force, provoking change at many levels, from
individuals' routine daily activities to dramatic global superpowers' competition. In just a few

months, the COVID-19 crisis has brought about years of change in the way companies in all sectors
and regions do business, leading to a quantum leap at both the organizational and industry levels.

Further, the ongoing developments in the MENA region focus on the deployment of "Digitalization”
to facilitate and operate the principles and policies remotely. This introduces a new world of
digitalized work that binds the ties to keep you connected with the rest of your community, and
spreads ideas even when you are apart!
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